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Dear Reader, 

This booklet presents a summary of the 
legislation on the Mining Sector to be considered by 
those thinking of investing or doing business in Albania. 
We have provided you with this brochure to inform you 
on the laws and legislation of Albania in regards to the 
Mining Sector. 

This brochure is put together in the form of 
frequently asked questions and the information herein 
reflects the current legislation as of November 2008. 
Most of the questions are answered in a short form, 
therefore, you might deem it necessary to look at the 
legislation in more detail. 

We hope you find this brochure very useful in 
helping you with your investment plans in Albania. I would 
like to take this time to send a warm felt thanks to our 
partners and the Albinvest staff who worked restlessly 
to put this brochure together. 

As I close this letter, I thank you for taking the 
time to read this very useful information. 

Respectively, 

Viola Puci
Executive Director 
Albanian Business and Investment Agency  

Letter to Stakeholders 
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Who can exercise mining activity?
• Every individual or company (Albanian or foreign) 

may exercise mining activity, after having obtained 
a mining permit.

Which body has the authority to 
license mining activity? 

• METE (Ministry of Economy Trade and Energy) is 
the licensing body.

What is the mining permit?
• The mining permit is an intangible, visible 

and independent right from the right of the 
landowner.

What are the types of mining permit?
There are three types of mining permit:
• Permit for research purposes
• Permit for discovery
• Permit for exploitation.
The mining permits are specific depending on the 
classification of mines.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS (FAQ)
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What are the criteria to obtain a 
mining permit? 

• The interested subjects to obtain a mining permit 
should have sufficient financial resources for 
exercising the activity and also the necessary 
machinery and equipment for research, discovery 
and exploitation of minerals. Before beginning 
their activity, they should have the approval 
from the local government and forest service 
authorities.   

What are the specific details related 
to the mining permits for different 
groups of minerals? 

• The research permit for the first, second and third 
group of minerals (metal, non metal, coal and tar) 
gives the permit holder, individual or company, 
Albanian or foreigner, the exclusive right to search 
for minerals inside the allowed area.

• Access to the allowed area with necessary or 
indispensable employees, tools, machinery and 
equipment for research of minerals on and under 
the ground surface.

• Mineral research and other necessary work 
operations with the condition that the permit 
holder does not take part in the excavation, drilling 
or other underground techniques for which he is 
not authorized according to his research permit.

• Extraction and movement of non-commercial 
quantities of mineral samples from the allowed 
area only for study purposes.
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How large an area is allowed for 
research purposes? 

• The allowed area for research purposes should 
not exceed 400 km2, should be one piece, and 
should not overlap with an area, which is object 
of another research permit.

What is the term of mining permit 
for research purposes?

• This permit is granted for one year and is not 
subject to extension.

What is the procedure for granting 
research and exploitation permit for 
mineral groups I, II and III?  

• The minister, after the request of the person who 
is considered to have sufficient financial, technical 
resources and mining experience, can grant this 
person a discovery and exploitation permit, which 
gives him the exclusive right to discover and exploit 
the specific minerals inside allowed area. Before 
granting the permit for exploitation, the licensing 
authority (the minister) should make sure that the 
territory given for mining exploitation is properly 
guarded.
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What are the rights that the holder 
gets from a discovery permit?

The permit for discovery gives the holder the following 
rights:
• To enter the allowed area with employees, tools, 

machinery and other equipment necessary for 
discovering minerals on and under the ground 
surface.

• To discover minerals and do other necessary 
work for this purpose, such as digging research 
wells, big and small holes and other research work 
on and under the ground surface.

The exploitation permit gives the holder the following 
rights:
• To undertake the necessary actions to complete 

mining operations effectively on the allowed area 
for exploitation.

• To extract and move from allowed area mineral 
or minerals specified in the exploitation permit.

• To install and put to work inside the allowed area 
any enrichment factories, foundries, refineries and 
other factories that increase the value of minerals 
extracted in his allowed area of exploitation. 
inside his area
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What is the term of discovery 
permit?

• The initial term for the discovery permit is two 
years and is subject to three extensions of one 
year each, if this is requested by the permit holder. 
The request for extension should be presented 
at least 30 days before expiry of former permit. 
The exploitation permit is valid for 20 years and 
is subject to four extensions of five years each. 
The request for extension in this case should be 
presented no later than one year from the expiry 
date of former license.

How large a site is allowed for 
discovery?

• The maximum site allowed in discovery permits 
is 200 km2, whereas in exploitation permits the 
site is 15vkm2 and one piece. It should not overlap 
with areas which are object of research, discovery 
and exploitation of other people’s permits.
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How can one obtain a research-
discovery permit for the fourth group 
of minerals ?

• The minister, after the request of a person who 
is considered to have sufficient financial resources 
and technical experience with the fourth group 
of minerals, can grant this person a permit, which 
gives him the exclusive right to research and 
discover minerals of the fourth group inside his 
area.

What is the term of research-
discovery permit for the fourth group 
of minerals?

• This license is granted for two years and for a 
site up to 30 km2. The extension of the permit 
depends on the specifics of the activity that the 
person wants to exercise.
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Why is the exploitation permit for the 
fourth group of minerals needed?

• The exploitation permit for the fourth group 
minerals is requested and granted for the 
exploitation of minerals and building materials.

What types of exploitation permits 
are granted?

These permits are classified in two types:
• The first type of mining permit is a permit which 

allows the exploitation of minerals and building 
materials by a public mining, against a payment 
to be set by the Minister in the permit. The 
term of this license is one year, with the right of 
renewal for two six-month periods. The request 
for renewal should be presented at least 30 days 
before expiry of former period.

• The second type of mining permit is an exclusive 
permit to open and exploit a mine for minerals or 
building materials against a payment to be set by 
the Minister in the permit. The license is given for 
10 years with the right of renewal up to one year. 
The request should be presented by the holder 
within 30 days from the day in which the initial 
license expires.
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What licenses are granted for the 
fifth and sixth group of minerals?

• Licenses for the fifth and sixth group of minerals are 
granted for research, discovery and exploitation 
of these minerals. Before requesting a mining 
permit for the fifth and sixth group of minerals, 
the applicant should define the site which he 
requests the mining permit for and through local 
government notify the owner or owners of this 
land, if it is not under his ownership. In relation 
with the research-discovery and exploitation of 
minerals group V and VI, the person who makes 
the request can:
1. Construct buildings and objects that serve 

the work for which the permit is obtained,
2. Exercise any right according to the permit 

obtained,
3. Perform inside the allowed area any activity 

for research, discovery and exploitation of 
minerals and materials for which the permit 
is obtained,

4. Extract from the allowed area all the minerals 
and materials for which the permit is 
obtained,

5. Sell the extracted minerals and materials only 
through persons licensed to trade minerals 
and in no other way.
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What is the term of research-
discovery and exploitation permit for 
the fifth and sixth group of minerals?

• This type of permit is valid for a maximum period 
of 5 years. The permits for the minerals of the fifth 
and sixth group can be obtained for a maximum 
area of 2 hectares and in one piece.

What is the required documentation 
to obtain a mining permit?

The procedure to obtain an exploitation permit 
follows the following steps:
Presentation of initial request to obtain an exploitation 
permit at METE (Ministry of Economy Trade and 
Energy)
This request contains: 

A. Some brief information about the subject;
B. The border coordinates of the requested 

area;
C. A map in 1:25 000 scale, with the requested 

area.
After the presentation of this request, according to the 
article 47 and before granting the exploitation permit 
the Minister should make sure that the territory given 
for mining exploitation is properly guarded.
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For this purpose, the Minister may advise the 
exploitation permit applicant to prepare surveillance 
on his own expenses, compliant with requests specified 
in the regulation approved by the Minister.
The surveillance act or verification of site bordering 
with the map of the site requested for mining 
exploitation permit is made by AKBN (National 
Agency of Natural Resources) or METE (Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Energy). In the case when it is 
made by AKBN, the interested subject gets a response 
within 10 days.

After the verification act is made, the Minister, 
within 30 days, responds to the interested subject 
to continue or not further procedures to obtain the 
mining exploitation permit and invites him to present, 
within 90 days, the file with all the corresponding 
documents to obtain the mining exploitation permit.

The corresponding file to obtain the mining exploitation 
permit should contain the following documents:

1. The request to obtain the exploitation permit;
The form and content of such request to obtain 
the mining exploitation permit is defined with a 
regulation approved by the Minister.

2. The court decision for the registration of the 
company. The name of the subject (including the 
activity of exploitation, production, processing and 
export of minerals and hydrocarbons, and when 
indispensable, even the need to use explosive 
materials).

3. Registration certificate of the company for taxes 
(NIPT).

4. Certificate from the tax office, clearing the 
company from debts.

5. Bank certificate with the company’s account 
number and financial resources for the exercising 
the activity.
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6. Opinion from local government with jurisdiction 
over the site, which consents the exploitation of 
minerals therein.

7. Opinion from Forest Service Directory, with 
jurisdiction over the site, which consents the 
exploitation of minerals therein.

8. The environmental permit granted by the Ministry 
of Environment.

9. The labor contract with the technical director 
(mining engineer).

10. The technical-economical study and the project 
to exploit the site.

11. The assessment of the technical-economical study 
and project to exploit site, as well as the decision 
of the Technical Council in AKBN (National 
Agency of Natural Resources).

The procedure in AKBN described in point 11 takes 10 
days from the effective date of the study and project 
delivery in AKBN.

After completion of file and its delivery in METE, 
according to the second paragraph of article 47 of 
the Mining Law in force, the Minister should notify 
the exploitation permit applicant about his decision 
regarding the request, within 90 days after it was 
received.
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What are the criteria and procedures 
to obtain a professional license 
for design, evaluation, consulting, 
monitoring and technical 
management of mining activity?

• Based on the Albanian Mining Law Nr.7796, of the 
date 17.02.1994 amended, and on the Decision of 
the Council of Ministers No.54, date 28.01.2005, 
amended with the decision of the Council of 
Ministers No.271, date 10.05.2006, the Minister of 
Economy Trade and Energy has issued a regulation 
that defines the criteria and procedures to obtain 
a professional license.

How and where can the registration 
of professional licenses and 
companies be done?

The license is written in two original copies and 
it is registered in the Main Registration Book for 
Professional and Personal Licenses and in the Main 
Registration Book of the company, reflecting its 
content. The registrations should be accurate, clear, 
without rectifications, in a chronological order and 
without abbreviations. 

Nothing can be erased from the Main Registration 
Book. The adjustments are made following a 
chronological fraction number. 

An original copy of the license together with all 
documents brought by the applicant, are kept in the 
Protocol- Archive in AKBN.
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Company registration   
Any foreign and joint capital company which wants to 
exercise mining activity in the field of design, evaluation, 
consulting and monitoring, should register in the Main 
Registration Book of the Company, presenting the 
required documents for its licensing according to 
article 21 of this regulation.

Can disciplinary measures be taken 
against licensed subjects and on 
what grounds?

Revocation or temporary suspension of the right to 
exercise activity in design or implementation is made 
by the Commission in the cases when:
1. False declarations are made in the documents 

accompanying the request.
2. There are forgeries on the documentation handed 

over to the special commission.
3. Person exercises activity without a technical 

director fails to fulfill the obligations deriving from 
this regulation.
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4. The technical director leaves the company without 
reasons.

5. There are motivated proposals from AKBN, 
METE, local government, tax office, customs 
office etc., for violating relevant laws in the mining 
activity.

6. Failure to pay tariffs specified in article 32. In 
each case there is an evaluation report which is 
discussed in the next meeting of the commission. 
Disciplinary measures for companies, technical 
directors and licensed individuals, according to 
the violations committed in the exercise of their 
activity include the revocation of the right to 
exercise the licensed activity for 6 months, 1 year, 
2 years or forever, totally or partially depending 
on license class and category

A.dopted measures are notified to the corresponding 
subject, respective tax office and Ministry of Economy 
Trade and Energy.

The appeal 

For every decision of the commission, according to the 
article 32 of this regulation, individuals and companies 
have the right to appeal to the Minister of Economy 
Trade and Energy within 40 days from the day of 
publication. The minister, after reviewing the appeal 
presented by the subject, within 10 days decides:

- Accept the verdict of the commission
- Turns the verdict back to the commission for           

review.
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What are the tariffs for obtaining a 
professional license for albanians 
and foreigners?

• The following tariffs are applied for Albanian or foreign 
individuals and companies who obtain a professional 
license:

1. individuals: 6 000 (six thousand) leke, for every year of 
license validity,

2. accessories to the license for individuals: 4 000 (four 
thousand) leke,

3. renewal for individuals: 6 000 (six thousand) leke,
4. license conversion: 15 000 (fifteen thousand) leke,
5. companies: 60 000 (sixty thousand) leke,
6. accessories to the license for companies: 20 000 

(twenty thousand) leke,
7. extension of license term for companies: 30 000 

(thirty thousand) leke,
8. change and additional legal and technical director: 5 

000 (five thousand) leke,
9. change of company name: 5 000 (five thousand) leke,
10. extraction of information from the Main Registration 

Book: 1 000 (one thousand) leke,
11. duplicate for individuals: 3 000 (three thousand) leke,
12. Duplicate for companies: 10 000 (ten thousand) leke.
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WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO KNOW IN 
ORDER TO OPEN A BUSINESS?

Who should be registered in QKR 
(National Registration Office)?

All the subjects who belong to the following categories 
should register at the National Centre of Registration 
(QKR):
a. Individuals who exercise economical, commercial 

activity.
b. Simple companies, according to the Civil Code 

articles.
c. Commercial Companies.
d. Branches and offices of foreign representation 

companies.
e. Saving-Credit Companies and Unions.

f. Reciprocal Cooperation Companies.
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SOURCES

For more information please contact the 
following:

•  Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy;

www.mete.gov.al / (Policies and Legislation);

•  Company Registration; National Registration Centre: 
www.qkr.gov.al;

•  Mining Law Nr.7796, of the date 17.02.1994;

•  Decision of Council of Ministers number 27, date 
19.01.2007 “On the approval of evaluation rules and 
concessions”;

•  Decision of the Council of Ministers  No.271, date 
10.05.2006, “Issues the Regulation that defines the 
criteria and procedures to obtain a professional 
license”;

• Public Procurement Agency www.app.gov.al;
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Blv. “Gjergj Fishta”, Pall. Shallvareve,
Tirana, Albania
Tel: +355 4 2252 886, Fax: +355 4 2222 341
E-mail: info@albinvest.gov.al
Web: www.albinvest.gov.al


